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Where should the pigtail be inserted

Overview
Find out where is the pigtail catheter inserted for different conditions, including
pleural drainage, abscesses, and urinary blockages. Learn about this minimally
invasive procedure.

Key Takeaways
Pigtail catheters are inserted percutaneously using a Seldinger technique to safely
drain fluid collections or treat pneumothorax, with careful planning, local anesthesia,
and imaging guidance.

Pre-

Procedure Planning

Assess the patient and collection: Confirm that the fluid or air collection is drainable
(e.g., abscess, pleural effusion, pneumothorax) using imaging such as CT, ultrasound,
or X-ray. Evaluate size, depth, and location of the collection. Check labs: Ensure
coagulation parameters are safe (INR ≤1.

5, platelets ≥50,000) and renal function is adequate. Plan the access route: Choose a
direct, short path that avoids vital structures like major vessels, bowel, and pleura.
Mark the skin and measure the required needle depth.

Procedure (Step-by-Step)Positioning: For pneumothorax, place the patient supine or
semi-upright. Identify the safety triangle: lateral edge of pectoral muscle, lateral edge
of latissimus dorsi, and a line along the fifth intercostal space at nipple level.
Anesthesia: Infiltrate skin and deeper tissues with local anesthetic along the superior
aspect of the rib to avoid the neurovascular bundle.
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Needle insertion: Insert a small-gauge needle into the collection under imaging
guidance. Confirm entry by aspirating fluid or air. Guidewire placement: Advance a
guidewire through the needle into the collection.

Remove the needle while keeping the wire in place. Dilator and catheter insertion:
Use a dilator over the wire to enlarge the tract, then advance the pigtail catheter
over the wire into the collection. Ensure the tip is positioned in the most dependent
or deepest part for effective drainage.

Secure and confirm: Remove the wire, coil the catheter tip, and secure the catheter.
Confirm placement with imaging (X-ray or ultrasound) and connect to drainage
system or Heimlich valve if indicated.

Post-

Procedure Management

Monitor for complications such as bleeding, infection, or catheter dislodgement.
Maintain catheter patency by flushing if needed and monitor output. Remove the
catheter once drainage is complete and the collection has resolved.

Catheter Selection8–10 Fr: Most simple fluid collections or small abscesses. 12–14 Fr:
Larger or thicker collections. Pigtail catheters are preferred over large-bore chest
tubes in many cases due to less pain, minimal tissue trauma, and lower complication
rates, especially in anticoagulated patients.

Proper technique and planning are essential for safe and effective drainage.

Article Content

Where Is the Pigtail Catheter Inserted? Explained

Find out where is the pigtail catheter inserted for different conditions, including
pleural drainage, abscesses, and urinary blockages. Learn about this minimally
invasive procedure.

Where is a Pigtail Drain Inserted? Guide to Placement

A pigtail drain is inserted into various body cavities, primarily the chest (pleural
space) or abdomen, to remove unwanted air or fluid. Insertion sites depend on the
specific medical condition,

UMEM Educational Pearls

Your needle should now be sitting in between the internal intercostal and innermost
intercostal muscle. This is where the neurovascular bundles travel – inject the rest of
your local
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Pigtail Drainage Catheter Insertion & Management: A Step-by-Step

Learn the complete Pigtail Drainage Catheter Insertion procedure and post-procedure
management protocols. Our step-by-step guide is essential for every radiology
resident on the IR

Pigtail Insertion | Emergency Physicians Monthly

Pass the pigtail and its trocar over the wire, making sure that the last side hole is
within the pleural space. Remove the trocar and guide wire, leaving the pigtail
catheter in place, and suture

UMEM Educational Pearls

Insert the obturator all the way into the pigtail catheter with the stop cock, and lock it
in place. This will ensure that your chest tube is rigid and make it easy to feed over
the guidewire and through the

Pigtail catheter chest drain insertion

Pigtail placement: introduce the catheter over the wire guide until all the portholes
are inside the skin and pleural cavity. NOTE: the wire guide should always extend
beyond the catheter tip.

Pigtail Catheter Placement from EM Cases Summit

Insert the obturator all the way into the pigtail catheter with the stop cock, and lock it
in place. This will ensure that your chest tube is rigid and make it easy to feed over
the guidewire and through the chest wall.

Wire Guided Pigtail Catheter Placement copy

Wire Guided Pigtail Catheter Placement copy. Step 1: Use lidocaine to make skin
wheel and anesthetize underlying SQ tissue and pleura. Apply negative aspiration
force and aspirate until bubbles

Pigtail Catheter: Insertion, Benefits & Risks

Imaging studies like X-rays or ultrasounds are often required to assess the area for
catheter placement. The patient is usually positioned in a supine or lateral decubitus
position,

Microsoft Word

Attach the tube to the previously assembled suction-drainage system. The chest tube
should be inserted with the proximal hole at least 2 cm beyond the rib margin.
Position of the chest tube with all
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://alfa-pro.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://alfa-pro.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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