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Price Analysis of the Optical Cable
Industry

Overview
Discover how AI growth, supply and demand shifts, and more are influencing the
optical fibre and cable industry with CRU Group.

Key Takeaways
Optical cable prices are rising due to raw material costs, technological innovation,
and surging demand from AI, 5G, and data center expansion.Current Price Trends

The optical cable industry has experienced significant price volatility, particularly in
bare fiber, which forms the core of all optical cables. Since late 2024, average
contract prices for standard single-mode bare fiber (G.652.D) have increased by
40–60%, with spot market prices doubling in some regions. Lead times have
extended from 4–6 weeks to 12–20 weeks, and inventory levels at major
manufacturers are at historic lows, below 30 days of cover. Global fiber drawing
tower utilization exceeds 95%, reflecting tight supply conditions .

Key Drivers of Price Changes
• Raw Material Costs: Optical fiber, cable sheaths, and strengthening cores are the
primary raw materials. Fluctuations in these inputs directly affect production costs.
Rising raw material prices push optical cable prices higher, while declines can reduce
costs .

• Technological Innovation: Advances in fiber technology, such as higher transmission
speeds, lower losses, and longer service life, increase production costs due to R&D
and specialized manufacturing. However, improved efficiency can offset some cost
increases over time .
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• Demand Surge: The explosive growth of AI, hyperscale data centers, 5G-Advanced
networks, and Fiber-to-the-Home/Business deployments is driving unprecedented
demand. Hyperscalers like AWS, Google, Microsoft, and Meta are expanding inter-
data-center networks, consuming massive volumes of optical fiber .

• Supply Constraints: Limited production capacity, extended lead times, and
geopolitical factors contribute to price pressures. Civil-works costs, helium price
swings, and permitting delays can temper short-term supply but are unlikely to derail
long-term growth .
Market Size and Forecast
• The global fiber optic cable market was valued at approximately USD 12.82 billion
in 2025 and is projected to grow to USD 14.22 billion in 2026, reaching USD 22.74
billion by 2031, at a CAGR of 9.84% .

• Another estimate places the optical fiber cable market at USD 11.79 billion in 2026,
with a CAGR of 3.8% through 2034, driven by 5G infrastructure, cloud computing, and
data center expansion .

• A broader forecast anticipates growth from USD 5.54 billion in 2026 to USD 11.11
billion by 2035, representing a CAGR of 7.21%, reflecting increasing broadband
adoption, IoT, AI, and government digital infrastructure investments .
Segment Insights
• Cable Type: Armored cables led with a 34.11% revenue share in 2025, while ribbon
designs are growing at a 10.58% CAGR .

• Fiber Mode: Single-mode fiber dominates with 72.38% of the market, while multi-
core and few-mode fibers are expanding at a 10.21% CAGR .

• Applications: Optical cables are widely used in telecommunications, data centers,
smart grids, and 5G backhaul networks .
Conclusion

Optical cable prices are influenced by a combination of raw material costs,
technological advancements, and surging demand from AI, 5G, and cloud
infrastructure. Supply constraints and geopolitical factors exacerbate price volatility.
Despite short-term fluctuations, the market is projected to grow steadily over the
next decade, with single-mode and armored cables remaining dominant segments.
Strategic planning for procurement and investment should account for long lead
times, rising costs, and evolving technology requirements.
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Article Content

Fiber Optic Cable Price in 2026: Market Updates and

Track the latest fiber optic cable price changes in 2026, including market updates
from

Fiber Optic Cable Market Size, Forecasts Report 2026-2035

The fiber optic cable market was estimated at USD 14.6 billion in 2025 and is
expected to grow at a CAGR of 9.5% between 2026

Optical Cable (OCC) Stock Price, News & Analysis

Should You Buy or Sell Optical Cable Stock? Get The Latest OCC Stock Analysis, Price
Target, Earnings Estimates,

Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic Cable ...

(a) Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic Cable Manufacturing: Fiber Optic
Cable, Made from Purchased Fiber

Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic Cable ...

Graph and download economic data for Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic
Cable Manufacturing

Optical Cable (OCC) Stock Price & Overview

A detailed overview of Optical Cable Corporation (OCC) stock, including real-time
price, chart, key statistics, news,

Fiber Optics Market Size Report 2024-2029 [234 Pages & 191 Tables]

FIBER OPTICS MARKET OVERVIEW The fiber optics industry is projected to reach USD
6.8 billion by 2029 from USD 3.18 billion in

Optical fibre and cable: Top ten industry shifts in 2025

Discover how AI growth, supply and demand shifts, and more are influencing the
optical fibre and cable industry with CRU Group.

Active Optical Cable Market Size & Share Report, 2026-2033

Active Optical Cable Market Summary The global active optical cable market size was
valued at USD 5.0 billion in 2025 and is

Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic Cable Manufacturing
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Graph and download economic data for Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic
Cable Manufacturing

Fiber optic cable Market Size, Share & Trends, 2034

Executive Summary: Global Fiber Optic Cable Market Market Scope: Comprehensive
global and regional analysis tracking cable

Fiber Optic Cable Market Size 2035 | Industry Share Report

As per Market Research Future analysis, the Fiber Optic Cable Market Size was
estimated at 16.22 USD Billion in 2024.

Fiber Optic Cables Market 2025

This market research report provides a comprehensive analysis of the Fiber Optic
Cables Market, covering the forecast period

Optical Fiber Cable Market 2025

In a word, this report is a must-read for industry players, investors, researchers,
consultants, business strategists, and all those who

Optical fibre prices rise as preform availability tightens

In the latest Optical Fibre and Cable Market Outlook, CRU examines the recent

Sky-High Prices Contribute to Rising Fiber Optic Cable Costs

Sky-High Prices Contribute to Rising Fiber Optic Cable Costs Patrick Crotty, Office of
Industry and Competitiveness Analysis Input

Fiber Optics Market | Global Market Analysis Report

FTTH allows consumers to access ultra-high-speed internet directly through fiber
optic cables, offering faster speeds

Fiber Optic Cable Market Size, Forecast Report [2026-2035]

The Fiber Optic Cable Market Report provides comprehensive analysis of industry
structure, technology trends,

U.S. Fiber-Optic Cable Market Size, and Growth Report, 2032

Fiber-optic cable demand is rising due to the strong focus on smart cities and IoT
connectivity. U.S. Fiber-Optic Cable Market

Fiber Optics Cable Market Size, Share, Industry Analysis| Forecast 2026

Fiber optics cable market trends, growth analysis & industry forecast by 2026. Global
market is divided into cable types, optical fiber
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Access in-depth analysis of wire and cable market trends

The wire and cable industry faces supply chain complexity, volatile production costs,
geopolitical tensions and regulatory and

Fiber Optics Market Size, Share | Industry Report, 2034

Investments in fifth-generation mobile networks, enterprise connectivity, and
international broadband expansion

Optical Cable (OCC) Stock Price & Overview

A detailed overview of Optical Cable Corporation (OCC) stock, including real-time
price, chart, key statistics, news,

Wires and Cables Market Size, Segmentation & Forecast 2031

Wire And Cable Market Size & Share Analysis - Growth Trends and Forecast (2026 -
2031) The Wire and Cable

Optical Cable (OCC) Stock Price, News & Analysis

Should You Buy or Sell Optical Cable Stock? Get The Latest OCC Stock Analysis, Price
Target, Earnings Estimates, Headlines, and

Wire And Cable Market Size, Industry Share Report 2034

The wire and cable market size was valued at 296.3 billion in 2025 and is estimated
to register a CAGR of 7% between 2026 and

Fiber Optics Market Size Report 2024-2029 [234 Pages & 191 Tables]

FIBER OPTICS MARKET OVERVIEW The fiber optics industry is projected to reach USD
6.8 billion by 2029 from USD 3.18 billion in

Optical fibre and cable: Top ten industry shifts in 2025

Discover how AI growth, supply and demand shifts, and more are influencing the
optical fibre and cable industry with CRU Group.

Active Optical Cable Market Size & Share Report, 2026-2033

Active Optical Cable Market Summary The global active optical cable market size was
valued at USD 5.0 billion in 2025 and is

Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic Cable Manufacturing

Graph and download economic data for Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic
Cable Manufacturing

Fiber optic cable Market Size, Share & Trends, 2034
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Executive Summary: Global Fiber Optic Cable Market Market Scope: Comprehensive
global and regional analysis tracking cable

Fiber Optic Cable Market Size 2035 | Industry Share Report

As per Market Research Future analysis, the Fiber Optic Cable Market Size was
estimated at 16.22 USD Billion in 2024.

Global Fiber Optic Cable Growth Analysis

Furthermore, the fiber optic cable market report also includes key purchase criteria
and drivers of price sensitivity to help companies

Fiber Optics Market Size, Share & Trends | Industry Report 2035

The cables segment leads the market because fiber optic cable represents the largest
capital expenditure item in any

Fiber Optic Cable Price in 2026: Market Updates and

Track the latest fiber optic cable price changes in 2026, including market updates
from

Global Fiber Optic Cable Market Size, Trend, Share

Fiber Optic Cable Market Size, Trends and Insights By Mode (Single mode, Multi
mode), By

Fiber Optic Cables Market 2025

This market research report provides a comprehensive analysis of the Fiber Optic
Cables Market, covering the forecast period

Optical Fiber Cable Market 2025

In a word, this report is a must-read for industry players, investors, researchers,
consultants, business strategists, and all those who

Optical fibre prices rise as preform availability tightens

In the latest Optical Fibre and Cable Market Outlook, CRU examines the recent
acceleration in fibre pricing and the

Sky-High Prices Contribute to Rising Fiber Optic Cable Costs

Sky-High Prices Contribute to Rising Fiber Optic Cable Costs Patrick Crotty, Office of
Industry and Competitiveness Analysis Input

Fiber Optic Cable Price in 2026: Market Updates and
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Track the latest fiber optic cable price changes in 2026, including market updates
from

Fiber Optic Cable Market Size, Forecasts Report 2026-2035

The fiber optic cable market was estimated at USD 14.6 billion in 2025 and is
expected to grow at a CAGR of 9.5% between 2026

Optical Cable (OCC) Stock Price, News & Analysis

Should You Buy or Sell Optical Cable Stock? Get The Latest OCC Stock Analysis, Price
Target, Earnings Estimates,

Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic Cable ...

(a) Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic Cable Manufacturing: Fiber Optic
Cable, Made from Purchased Fiber

Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic Cable ...

Graph and download economic data for Producer Price Index by Industry: Fiber Optic
Cable Manufacturing

Fiber Optic Cable Price in 2026: Market Updates and

Track the latest fiber optic cable price changes in 2026, including market updates
from

Fiber Optic Cable Market Size, Forecasts Report 2026-2035

The fiber optic cable market was estimated at USD 14.6 billion in 2025 and is
expected to grow at a CAGR of 9.5% between 2026

Optical Cable (OCC) Stock Price, News & Analysis

Should You Buy or Sell Optical Cable Stock? Get The Latest OCC Stock Analysis, Price
Target, Earnings Estimates,

© 2026 ALFA PRO COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS (Pty) Ltd - All rights reserved



Page 8/8

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://alfa-pro.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://alfa-pro.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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