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How high is the third-level distribution
box above the ground

Overview

Breaker boxes running a voltage of 0-150 volts must have a minimum height of at
least 36 inches from the ground.

Key Takeaways

The third-level distribution box is typically installed about 1.5 meters (approximately
4.9 feet) above the ground.

In a three-level distribution system, the general arrangement consists of a main
distribution box, a secondary distribution box, and a switch or third-level distribution
box placed below the secondary box for final circuit control and protection . The
recommended height for the third-level box is generally around 1.5 meters from the
floor, which ensures it is easily accessible for operation, inspection, and maintenance
while remaining safe from accidental contact or environmental hazards .

Installation Considerations
» Accessibility: The height allows users to read labels, operate switches, and perform
maintenance without bending or stretching excessively .

» Safety: Keeping the box elevated prevents exposure to water, dirt, or accidental
impact, especially in residential or industrial settings .

* Compliance: Following standards such as IEC 60364-5-52 or NEC guidelines ensures
proper clearance and safe operation. For example, NEC recommends a dedicated
electrical space from the floor up to 1.8 meters for panelboards .
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* Environment: Ensure the box is installed in a dry, ventilated area with sufficient
clearance around it for airflow and future inspections . By installing the third-level
distribution box at approximately 1.5 meters, you achieve a balance between
ergonomic access, safety, and compliance with electrical standards, making it
suitable for both residential and industrial applications.
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The best height for installing residential distribution boxes is 1.5 meters above the
ground, while for industrial
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Article
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There is no minimum height restriction on general use outdoor receptacles in
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Distribution boards components

Distribution boards (generally only one in residential premises) usually include the
meter (s) and in some cases

How High Off the Ground Should an Electrical Outlet Be?

Find out the optimal height for electrical outlets and ensure safety and convenience
in your home. Explore best
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The bottom of a waterproof distribution box must be installed at least 0.3 meters (12
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How to Install a Cable Distribution Box Safely and Correctly?

Cable distribution box can be customized according to special application
requirements, such as in high temperature,

three-level distribution system_switchgear_Switchboard_circuit

© 2026 ALFA PRO COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS (Pty) Ltd - All rights reserved



Page 6/8

It receives the electrical energy from the first-level distribution box and further
distributes it to the third-level

What is the Ideal Installation Height for a Distribution Box

Install a distribution box at 4.5 to 5.5 feet high for safety, accessibility, and
compliance. This height ensures

The installation requirements for the distribution box

Breaker boxes running a voltage of 0-150 volts must have a minimum height of at
least 36 inches from the ground. For

How High Should The Exterior Cable Box Be Installed?

For the installation of an outdoor electrical box, it should be fitted onto the outside
wall and positioned 500mm to

At What Height Above The Ground Should A Waterproof Distribution

The bottom of a waterproof distribution box must be installed at least 0.3 meters (12
inches) above the ground, though

Main panel minimum height from floor?

What''s the minimum height requirement for a main distribution panel. | don''t
believe there is one in the code but you

How to Install a Distribution Box—A Comprehensive Instruction

The best height for installing residential distribution boxes is 1.5 meters above the
ground, while for industrial

How High Should The Exterior Cable Box Be Installed

The standard height for installing a distribution box is 1. 5 meters (5 feet) from the
ground, providing comfort and

NEC Requirements for Panelboards and Load Centers

In this case, the highest position for a circuit breaker to be installed must not exceed
6 feet, 7 inches (2 meters) above the floor, as
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Mine has a rather small range for the required height of the center of the installed
meter face above ground level (about
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Install a distribution box at 4.5 to 5.5 feet high for safety, accessibility, and
compliance. This height ensures

The installation requirements for the distribution box

Breaker boxes running a voltage of 0-150 volts must have a minimum height of at
least 36 inches from the ground. For

How High Should The Exterior Cable Box Be Installed?

For the installation of an outdoor electrical box, it should be fitted onto the outside
wall and positioned 500mm to

At What Height Above The Ground Should A Waterproof Distribution

The bottom of a waterproof distribution box must be installed at least 0.3 meters (12
inches) above the ground, though

Main panel minimum height from floor?

What''s the minimum height requirement for a main distribution panel. | don''t
believe there is one in the code but you

How to Install a Distribution Box—A Comprehensive Instruction

The best height for installing residential distribution boxes is 1.5 meters above the
ground, while for industrial

How High Should The Exterior Cable Box Be Installed

The standard height for installing a distribution box is 1. 5 meters (5 feet) from the
ground, providing comfort and

NEC Requirements for Panelboards and Load Centers

In this case, the highest position for a circuit breaker to be installed must not exceed
6 feet, 7 inches (2 meters) above the floor, as

Is there a minimum height for a meter base / disconnect panel?

Mine has a rather small range for the required height of the center of the installed
meter face above ground level (about
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://alfa-pro.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://alfa-pro.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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